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“PEONY REBORN” BY ARTIST MAYEE FUTTERMAN SELECTED  

FOR “SEARCHING FOR SERENITY” EXHIBITION AT DESCANSO GARDENS 

 

Los Angeles, California, Saturday, November 1, 2025: Award-winning Chinese Brush Painting artist 

Mayee Futterman will exhibit her painting Peony Reborn in “Searching for Serenity,” a juried exhibition 

at the Sturt-Haaga Gallery at Descanso Gardens, on view from November 1, 2025 through January 4, 

2026. The exhibition features artists whose lives and work have been deeply affected by the 2025 

Altadena wildfire, exploring art’s role in loss, recovery, and renewal. 

 

“After several of my works burned in the 2025 Altadena wildfire, including three Peony paintings, I 

returned to the brush with resolve,” says Futterman. “Peony Reborn embodies loss, healing, and 

renewal, offering hope for myself and my community.” 

 

Painted in the expressive Xiěyì 寫意 style, Peony Reborn captures the duality of grief and grace through 

dynamic, sensuous brushwork. The Peony—long a Chinese symbol of rebirth—rises in translucent layers 

of ink and color, reflecting both vulnerability and vitality. 

 

Exhibition Details 
 

Searching for Serenity 

Venue: Sturt-Haaga Gallery, Descanso Gardens 

Dates: November 1, 2025 – January 4, 2026 

Address: 1418 Descanso Drive, La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011 

 

About Mayee Futterman Artist 
 

Through simple, dynamic, and lyrical ink-wash strokes, Mayee Futterman integrates gesture, allegory, 

and emotion to celebrate the vitality of life. With more than three decades of Chinese Brush Painting 

mastery, her multicultural experience inspires new approaches to classical themes. Specializing in 

spontaneous Xiěyì style, she expresses spirit and substance through harmony in duality. 

 

Futterman’s works are collected and commissioned internationally, including Caesars New Orleans 

(opening Fall 2024) and the Los Angeles Center for Women’s Health at California Hospital Medical 

Center. She is the winner of BMW’s international M4 GT4 design competition and recipient of artist 

grants from the Picerne Family Foundation and the Segerstrom Center for the Arts. Her work has been 

featured on CNN and NTD TV, and she has co-authored six instructional art books on Chinese Brush 

Painting. 



Mayee Futterman, Artist 

 

A dedicated educator, Futterman teaches worldwide through Mayee Futterman Live-Online and in 

person at UCLA Extension, Segerstrom Center for the Arts, Huntington Beach Art Center, and other 

cultural institutions. Her students span 25 countries and six continents, representing a diversity of ages, 

backgrounds, and abilities. She lives and works in Long Beach, California. 

 

Website: ​ www.mayeefutterman.com 

Facebook: ​ https://www.facebook.com/mayeefuttermanart  

Instagram:​ https://www.instagram.com/mayeefutterman  

LinkedIn: ​ https://www.linkedin.com/in/mayee-futterman-artist/  

YouTube: ​ https://www.youtube.com/@MayeeFuttermanArt  

 

About Descanso Gardens 
 

Nestled in La Cañada Flintridge, Descanso Gardens is a nationally accredited botanic garden and 

“museum of living collections,” renowned for its oak woodlands, camellia forest, and seasonal displays. 

The Gardens reflect centuries of human connection with the natural world—from the Indigenous 

peoples who thrived among its oaks to modern horticulturalists and artists who continue to draw 

inspiration from its beauty. Today, Descanso remains an oasis of serenity and cultural enrichment for 

visitors seeking reflection and renewal through nature and art. 

 

For more information on the exhibition, visit Descanso Gardens – Searching for Serenity. 
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